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Like Bangladesh, China is also a nation rich in poetry. Chinese poetry has a
history of more than 3,000 years. The poets of various dynasties in China have written
a lot of excellent classical poems.

We have selected 20 famous Ancient Chinese poems to the contestants. In order
to facilitate your understanding, we provide you with an English translation. The
English translation is from the Internet and is only for your reference. In this part of
the competition, the contestants need to choose one poem or several poems from the
list we provided , and the recitation time is less than 3 minutes. The contestants
should prepare a poetry appreciation in advance which is written in English or

Chinese, and submit it to the organizer.
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Test Sample of Ancient Chinese Poetry Recitation Competition Unit

Name Applicant ID

Poetry Recitation Criteria

Criteria Full Score Final Score
Accuracy 20
Physical Presence 20
Voice & Articulation. 20
Evidence of Understanding 30
Difficulty Level of Poem 10
Total 100
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Appendix 2: Ancient Chinese Poems Competition Question Bank

No.1
chi l& chuan
x % N

Steppe of Us Tiele Tribes

chilé chuan ,

® # ),

This stretching Steppe of outs, of the Tiele tribes

yin shan xia ,
2 I E R

'Neath the Shady Mountains, bordering the mountainsides.

tian si qiong la
X 75,

The firmament spread around like a tent with its dome,

Iong gai siyé ,
% & W,
To over-roof the vast expanse that we roam.

tian cang cang ,
x & %,

O azure, azure the skies.

yé¢ mang mang ,
oy oy
g‘j; = =,

Immense, immense the Steppes.

feng chui cdo di xian nia yang .

Rk 2L OF F.
Where grass is battered low by the breeze,
There're seen our grazing cattle and sheep.
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No.2

xidng si

8 %

Lovesick Beans

wdang wéi

£ % by Wang Wei

héng dou shéng nan guo

4 2 A m B,

What prosperous sprouts in Spring of the South?

chin lai fa ji zhi ?
A kR RJLKR?

The shrub that bears red beans shoots out!

yuan jin dué cdi xié ,
B A %2 X #

As many as possible - gather the beans!

ci wu zui xidng si
th & Mm%,
You'd then be lovesick, though, it means.
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No.3

déng guan qué 16u

xF O0B A&
On Top of Stork Tower

wdang zhi huan

E Z B by Weang Zhihuan

bai riyi shanjin ,
g HiR L &,
The blazing sun behind the mountains goes;

huang hé ru hai liag .
" ONER,
The Yellow River toward the oceans flows.

yu qioéng gidn i ma

% %  + Z8,

To view the most beyond a thousand miles,
géng shang vi céng lou

£k —E #

Upon an upper storey again you climb.
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No.4
liangzhouci
# M i

Beyond the Jade Pass

wdang zhi huan

F Z B By wiang zhihuan

hudng hé yudn shang badi yan jian
Fi g,

The Yellow River rises remote in clouds all dim,

yi pian gi chéngwanrénshan .
S N S 2/ B

Alone a castle's perched 'mid soaring peaks so grim.

qiang di hé xt yuan yang lin ?
G TR S AP

O who Qiangs' flutes o'er "Willows" sad will wail away?

chin féng ba du yi mén guan

A R R EER T #,

Our Spring has never ventured west of Jade-Pass's way.
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No.5

zdo fa bai di chéng

T K8 % Rk

Leaving White Dragon City at Dawn

17 bai
#& ByliBai

zhdo ci bai di cdi yan jian ,
N #Ha FH =
| said good-bye at dawn to the lofty City 'mid rosy clouds,

qidn li jiang ling yi ti huan
f 2 m —8 L.
And doing a thousand li a day, I'm back in Jangling now.

lidng an yuan shéng ti ba zha
A A kA R,
On either bank the monkeys keeping hailing with ceaseless shrieks,

qing zhou yi guo wan chong shan
% A aeg 7 =Z WL,

'Fore torrents the boat has left behind some myriads of ranges and peak.
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No.6

you zi yin

# T

Chant of the Rover

meng jido

= %% By Meng Jigo

ci mi shéu zhong xian |
&% F v &

In loving Mother's hand a thread keeps shatding,

you zi shén shang yi ,

s R S U G

To mend a travelling suit for thee who'rt parting.

lin xing mi mi féng ,
e 7 EFE 4,
O why doth she with stitches small, small sew?

yi kong chi chi gui ,
' & R R aE,
For fear be thou away so long, long on th' rove!

shui yan cun cdo xin
w®oF T FE Y,
Say not a petty grass-blade grateful, can possibly repay

bdo dé san chin hui ?
kR F = A E?

Spring sunshine's nursing unfailing - throughout its suckling days!
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No.7
feng qiao yé bo
W B R A

Mooring at Maple Bridge for the Night

zhang ji

K % By Zhang Ji

yué luo wa ti shuang man tian
A % 5% & #H X

Upon the rivet a sallow moon sets low.

Frost fills the sky; the cold wrings plaints from crows.

jiang féng ya hus dui chbumian .
PR DL S S I
'Fore the maples' loom and the fishing torches' glow,

In bed yet sleepless, I'm steeped in gathering gloom.

gt si chéng wai han shansi |
4 A W b R
On outskirts of Gusu is the Temple of Chilly Hill.

yé ban zhong shéng dao ke chuan .
' F # F 2 F .
The boat resounds with their tolling midnight's bell.
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No.8
gl yuan cdo
*R %

Grasses on an Ancient Plain

bdiji yi
g /%% By BaiJuyi

li liyuan shangcdo ,
BEkR B
Lushy, lushy, grow the grasses o'er the plain;

yi suiyi ka rong .
— ¥ — & XK.
Yearly, yearly, they wither yet to thrive again.

y€ huo shdao ba jin
7oK R ORA,
Hard as heath fires ever attempt to burn them out,

chin féng chui you shéng .

- A S G- 2

Vernal breezes wafting, back they're all about.

yudn fang qin g dao
wo F 7 & i,
Stretching the green afar, o'ergrowing ancient roads;

qing cui jie huang chéng ,
7 2 N
Th' emerald shining brightly, reaches lonely abodes.

you song wang sin qu

X # X I &

Friends are seeing the wanderer off on his way once more.

qi qi mdn bié qing ,

ESESE B

There the country is filled with our endless parting remorse.
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No.9
jin 1t yi
SRR

Golden Brocade

di qid nidng

# #F AR By Du Qiuniang

quan jin mo xi jin liyi ,
v B R 28R,

Prize not your golden-thread brocade;

quan jan jie qu shao nian shi ,
Yo BB RS F .
Prize but your golden youthful days!

hua kai kan zhé zhi xt zhé |,
e o O AM A,

Pick flowers the while they're blooming fair.

mo dai wia hua kong zhé zhi !
¥ H A & 7 F R

And tarry not till sprigs are bare.
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No.10

wi ye ti

5 R %

To the Tune Crows Croaking at Night

Iiyu
£42 BylLiYu

wu yan da shang xi 16u
X EF & E B &

In silence, alone, the Western Tower | climb.

yue ri gou ;

F] &vé’q;

There hangs, like a book, a crescent moon in the sky.

ji mo wu tong shén yuan sud qing qia

HE#Z M K B 8 & 4K

Secluded courtyard, dimmed with plane trees dull,
By sullen autumn its shadows and shades locked up.

jidn ba duan
WO~ B,
Though snipped and snipped, it intact remains;

Ii hai luan
¥ L HL,
Untied and untied, it tangles again.

shi li chou ;
A8 &

O what vexation it is to be parted -

bié you yi ban zi weéi zai xin tou ,
Al A — M E R AV K,

Unspeakable taste to the tender-hearted!
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No.11

huan xi sha
®oOk Y
To the Tune Ganze-Rinsing Brook

yan sha

£ # By Yan Shu

yiquxin cijia yibéi ,
— W# BB — A

To the music renewing the lines, o'er cup of wine.

qu nidn tian qi jiu ting tai .
+* F X Aamwm F &,
Last year's pavilion and terrace, the day as fine.

xi yang xi xia ji shi hui ?

7 M & FILE @7

Like the sun in the west that's bound to set at dusk,

Just when will your warmth come round to me, my belov'd?

wi ké nai hé hua lud qu ,
T AT e F &,
Declining flowers from scatt'ring may not be spared.

si céng xiang shi yan gui lai .
Mg 4 R & E R,
Returned swallows seem to be oldtime pairs.

xido yudn xidng jing da pai hudi .

o F 7 kA fa.

Yet along the fragrant path of the garden small,
Alas, alone I'm left for my dreary stroll!
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No.12

tixi lin bi

A A

Written on the Wall of West Forest Temple

sa shi

# # By Su Shi

héng kan chéng ling cé chéng féng ,
7 - ) e AR e,

Whole ranges, as seen from beside; few peaks, if you've rounded the cornet.

yudn jingdodi gebu to ng .
oY) S VR S N I
From afar, nearby, below or above, e'er diff 'rent to the roamer!

bu shi la shan zhén mian mu
P Sh A & 8,
'Tis never to be made out what Lu Mountains are really like,

zhi yudn shén zai ci shan zhéng
A% % B 7,

For nothing but your staying' mid the Massifs stops your sight.
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No.13

xido chi
A

A Small Pool

ydang wan Ii

% %z Z By Yang WanlLi

quan yan wa shéng xi xi lia
* Rk £ & H@K,
The wellsprting spares in silence of her streamlets trickling,

shu yin zhao shui ai gingré6 u .
#mOB K xR E

In her pool, the foliage sunny and supple mirroring.

xido hé cdi v jian jian jidgo
N T EROK A,

A lotus' slim, slim bud on the surface emerges,

zdo you qing ting li shang tou
R ¥ o 5 bk,

When a dragonfly, in no time coming, there perches.
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No.14

tidn jing sha » qia si

X B e KB

To the Tune Clear Skies O'er Sands

md zhi yudn

5 & & ByMa Zhiyuan

kit téng ldo shu hanvya .
¥ Ok £ & B B,

Withered vines and ancient trees; Flocks of crows at twilight drear.

xido qido lia shui rén jia .
N R KA K
Tiny bridge across a stream;Cottage small with nobody seen.

gt ddao xi féng shou ma
+ @& H N & 5,

Highway ancient in chilly winds;Rover on a shabby horse so lean.

xi yang xi xia ,
y M & TF,

Setting sun 'pon horizon gray.

duan chang rén zai tian ya
B M A & X E.

One with broken heart on his way, Traveling farthest lands in dismay.
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No.15
chin xido
A B
A Spring Morning

méng hao ran

# # A ByMeng Haoran

chian mian bu jué xido ,
A RO,

This spring morning in bed I'm lying,

chu chu wén ti nido o
& & B FL,

Not to awake till birds are crying.

ye lai feng yu shéng
AR R @ E

After one night of wind and showers,

hua luo zhi duo shdo ,
e E ke %,
How many are the fallen flowers!
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No.16
jing ye si
Thoughts on a Tranquil Night

17 bai
#& ByliBai

chuang qian ming yué guang
A G I N o
Before my bed a pool of light-

yi shi di shang shuang
B ¥ L &

O can it be frost on the ground?

ja tobu wang ming yue
= A,
Looking up, | find the moon bright;

di téusi guxidng .
i Kk B ¥ 9,

Bowing, in homesickness I'm drowned.
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No.17

chi zhou xi jian

TR & W

On the West Stream at Chuzhou

wWél ying wu

F K ¥ By Wei Yingwu

da lian you cdo dong bian shéng
¥oB s ¥ R @ &,
Alone | like the riverside where green grass grows

shang you hudng li shén shum 1 ng ,
£ A #% WX & B

And golden orioles sing amid the leafy trees.

chan chdo dai yu wan lai ji
A WM F @ AE,

When showers fall at dusk, the river overflows;

yé du wu rén zhou zi héng
¥ OE LA F AM.

A lonely boat athwart the ferry floats at ease.
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No.18
déng you zhou tai ge
B &8

On the Tower at Youzhou

chén zi dng

% 74 By ChenZi’ ang

gian ba jian gu rén
R F A
Where are the great men of the past

hou bu jian lai zhé
B OL R E.

And where are those of future years?

nian tian di zhi yoéu you
& R Moz &,
The sky and earth forever last;

da chuang ran ér ti xia
¥k KR wmEBT.

Here and now | alone shed tears.
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No.19
shan ji gia ming
oL & AKBE

Autumn Evening in the Mountains

wdang wéi

£% By Wang Wei

kong shan xin yu hou
2 Lo#H oA,

After fresh rain in mountains bare,

tian qi wan lai qia
E R A

Autumn permeates evening air.

ming yué song jian zhao
/IS I > )

Among pine trees bright moonbeams peer,

qing quan shi shang lia ,
w R & E R
Over crystal stones flows water clear.

zh( xuan gui huan nii |
(- S B S
Bamboos whisper of washer-maids,

lian dong xia ya zhou
£ F T & A

Lotus stirs when fishing boat wades.

sui yi chan fang xié

Though fragrant spring may pass away,

wang sin zi k& lia
x I aT g,
Still here's the place for you to stay.
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No.20

cdi sang zi

X £ F

To the Tune Picking Mulberries

xin qi ji

F A& By Xin Qiji

shao nian bu shi chou zi wei |,
JoF R R R & %,
As a youth, not knowing the taste of mental plight,

ai shang céng léu
% E V-

In climbing lofty towers | took delight.

ai shang céng léu
% B
| took delight in climbing towers high;

wei fu xin ci qidng shué choéu
A e & O &,

To fashion a few peculiar lyric lines,| got myself to speak of a fancied plight.

ér jin shi de chou zi wei ,
mA IR AR R B vk,
Yet now | know the taste of mental plight.

yu shué huan xia ,
Y A S W
About to speak of that but stop in time.

yu shué huan xia ,
Y A S
About to speak but stop - instead | cry:

qué dao tian liang hdo gé gia !
HE R R F A K
O what refreshing coolness the days provide !Why shouldn't people call this autumn nice!



